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. view-of laws relating to foreign’ intelli-
gor'ce, the Carter administration is exam-
. ining the need for new legislation to.curb

i

' terday PRAREYY

.50 is considering an effort to rewrite and ~

- update the-nation’s espionage laws to -,':

© guard against unauthorized disclosures of %

- secret mformahou by government offx- gil
*-+ vision interview that he favors crimipal -

penaltm for ﬁfA officials who leak rlaﬂsx- ;-'
~agencies.”
~. The govemment’s b&et—known efforf':io

 cials. e
The Natxonal Security Coun cﬁ has been

" working on a major reorgamzatmn of the -

nation’s intelligence agencies and on plans

. to rewrite the charter governing the oper- - .
-+ . cials who leak national security informa-- -

ations of the Central Intelligence Agency.

Mr. Baron said the measures against

leaks are connected with this NSC effort.

“It’s clearly something you have to do if
- you want to rationalize the whole field of

intelligence law. But no final decision has
been made yet. it's not an emergency_

LA

matter.”
> An aide to Zbigniew Brzezmskl, Prem

-dent Carter’s.national security adviser, |

)
‘ e
.

K

leaks of - classified information to the =
: pr&s.aJusnceDepartment axdesaxd ya-

#°7 According to I-‘redenck Baron, a spe-'
, cial assistant to Griffin B. Bell, the Attor-
ney Gepera), the Carteg administration al- .

“Leak legislation will be considered a3’
one of the pieces of the puzzle,” he said.

-~ Approved For Release 2007/06/28 : CIA-RDP99-00498R000100100074-2

THE BALTIMCRE SUN
23 JUNE 1977

said he was not aware of any plans for -

- - new efforts agaiost news leaks. “That’s
Washmgton—As part of its broad Te-

not one of the President’s priorities,” said
the aide, Jerrold Schecter. . - ..

. When asked whether he could. nge as-

" surances that the final intelligence pack- -

age will not include some form of leak leg- -‘-—I

. islation, Mr. Schecter responded: : .

" “Can‘1 assure you? No. I don’t know. I - 'said. i
don’t think so, but the whole policy review- -"--

is still under discussion. My understanding
. is that this is not an actlve optxon at this ;
‘point” - s

The new- dlrector of the CI.—; Adrn.
; Stansfield Turner, said both at his confir--

mation hearings and in a suhsequent tele-

-The Ford admn'ustratlon had prOposed
cnmma] peualties for government offi-

» tion, but Congress did not act on the pro-.
posal. -

. Ina press conference March 10, Presi-

_dent- Carter was asked- about Admiral
Turner’s suggestion and responded: “My
own interest would be to minimize the use

, of any criminal penalties for disclosure of .

" information. There are other penalties -
that can be wused. thhout cnrmnal

: charga, hesaid.

.. Mr. Baron said admm:strahou ofﬁcxals
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gcvernment officials or to the press. as
- well.

s - leaks. because reporters generally m‘usa

"had broken into the offices of ’\Ir Elh-

STAT |

—a

bhave ‘not decided whether - pena]na
against news leaks should be criminal or -
civil in nature, and have not decided
whether penalties should apply solely. to

“At the staff level, we're trymg to lay
-out all the arguments and optxons,’&l_;e

Under current law Mr Baron ex-\'
Plamed, there is too often what he caIIed
‘a breakdown in the investigation” 2of

“-to disclose the identity of their sources. . .
He said the Justice Department would
-probably be the agency responsible. for .
draftmg leak legislation, but would do'3o.
‘in consultatwn thh the mtelhgenee

-

* impose criminal penaities for the leaking
of information was its abortive prosecu-
“tion of Daniel Elisberg, who in 1971 gave
-a copy of the Pentagon papers to the:ﬂgw
sYork Times. . . e
-Mr. Elisberg was charged thh vxolzt- -
ing both espionage laws and laws agsm‘st
theft of government property. PR
The case was dismissed in 1973 just is
Mr. Ellsberg’s trial neared an end, afterit
was disclosed that the Watergate burglars -

_berg'spsychiatrist. .. . ... Vo
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